
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

7 April, 2010 – 30 April, 2010

Item 3a: Mouldshaugh Developments:  A formal letter was sent to Mouldshaugh Developments dated 8 
April 2010 requesting sight of  the plans for the buildings on Willow Green and the footpath joining Brierley 
Gardens and Willow Green.  As at 30 April no reply had been received and I have phoned leaving a 
message following up the letter.

Item 3b: Land opposite Carter Cottages: I emailed a letter on 10 April, 2010 from the Chairman to the 
solicitors of  the land owners that detailed the facts and dates of  past correspondence and meetings on the 
matter of  the footpath.

Item 3c: Play area in Brierley Gardens: NCC have recently installed a wheeled dustbin locked to a post 
just inside the play area entrance.  I am advised the NCC will begin to empty this on a fortnightly basis with 
immediate effect.  You will be asked to consider how the Parish Council can remove the existing broken 
Frog dustbin.  The NCC will charge for this service but I believe it is job that can be done locally without 
cost.

Item 4c: Parish Council Insurance: The renewal schedule has been received and you will be asked to 
approve the renewal of  the policy with Aviva through the Brokers Came and Company. The premium for 
the next 12 months is £350.87 including IPT.  Last year the premium was £358.58 and whilst I am not in 
presently receipt of  the paperwork from last year I believe the reduction is in part due to a 5% discount for 
a claim-free year.  The sums insured include the ‘Core Sections’ e.g. Public Liability, Hirers’ Liability plus 
also the following optional ‘Property’ section

Outside Equipment £1,133.00

Street Furniture £1,236.00

Playground Equipment £9,433.80

Mowers and Machinery £360.50

Other Surfaces £5,560.99

The above have been index-linked by 3%

Item 6a: Conveyance of  two gifts of  land to the Parish Council: The retiring Clerk wrote to three local 
solicitors to quote for the two conveyances. Only one responded by the deadline.  The total cost is 
estimated at £2,105.50. It is estimated because the Parish Council have previously agreed to pay the donors 
solicitors costs and at the time of  writing this report those figures have not been provided. A figure is 
included that is considered to be a fair (and maximum i.e. £500 for each conveyance) quote. You will be 
asked to consider the report from the retiring Clerk and approve the decision.

Item 6b: State of  Northumberland roads:  I recently circulated a letter from David Feeney (Parish Clerk 
for Rochester and Byrness) Vice Chair Val Corbett and Coun. Harry Scott attended the meeting at 
Rochester Village Hall on 26 April. The main points from the meeting are:  
1. Generally believed that we are getting very poor value for money because of  the way the roads are being 
temporarily and ineffectively repaired. And the roads are in a dreadful and dangerous state throughout the 
county.

2. Parish councils have no information about how highways budget is allocated and managed - how are we meant 
to pass information on to our parishes when we don’t have the information.

3. We would like to know the considerations in developing the 2010 Highways budget.

4. When A68 was detrunked extra money was allocated to Highways, but dubious if  this continued after first 
year as budget seems to have been set from what was spent the previous year.



5. Possibility of  asking external auditor to do 'value for money' study on the procedures in place. 

6. Concern that roads are suffering because of  cuts - prioritising education and social care spending.

There is also a request to note any particularly bad stretches of  road in each parish area. I note the meeting 
was mentioned in the Hexham Courant on 30 April.

Item 6c: Dustbin in the Millennium Green: It has been highlighted that the dustbin in the Millennium 
Green has not been emptied by the NCC for some time. It is locked and the whereabouts of  the key 
unknown.  I have raised the matter with Adam Keen at the NCC and await a response.  

Item 6d: Obstructions in road at the junction next to Snaith’s bus depot.:  I have received an email 
from a Parishioner highlighting what they believe are the dangers of  Snaith’s buses obstructing access and 
reducing visibility at the junction to A696.  The Parishioner I understand made a complaint direct to 
Snaith’s and to the NCC.  Whilst the obstructions eased for a short while I am advised the problem has 
reoccurred. 

Item 6e1: Community Action Northumberland – Spring Meeting: The Spring Meeting of  CAN will be 
held on 13 May at Longhorsely Village Hall starting at 2.00pm.  Chaired by the President, the Duke of  
Northumberland, the main business will be in two parts.

1)       A presentation by George Scott (Chairman of  CAN’s Executive Committee) of  current issues and 
news within CAN

2)       ‘Going for Green’. The main theme of  this meeting covering how Northumberland’s communities 
are meeting the challenges of  energy reduction and climate change as well as showcasing local projects.

If  you wish to attend please can you advise me by 7 May, 2010 and I will notify CAN.

Item 6e2: The Northumberland Associate of  Local Councils – Special General Meeting: This 
meeting will be held on 18 May at St James Church Hall, Wellway, Morpeth starting at 7.00pm.  

The purpose of  the meeting is to consider and agree some amendments to the Constitution, which are 
being proposed by the County Committee. The effect of  the amendments will be to allow an increase in the 
size of  the Committee, to enable a three-year rolling cycle of  representation, and to ensure a geographical  
spread of  representation. The amendments, if  approved, will take practical effect from the Annual General 
Meeting in September.  

There will also be an opportunity for an update to be provided on current issues, including the review of  
the Northumberland Charter for Local Councils.

Martin Chilvers
30 April, 2010


